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DANCE EXTRAVAGANZA AT COLORADO COLLEGE
 FEATURES SEVEN ORIGINAL WORKS
 Contemporary Russian dance company joins CC, Ormao performers 
COLORADO SPRINGS, Colo. –  Feb. 26, 2014 – Colorado College is offering four days of spectacular dance, featuring performances by the Russian contemporary dance company Pantera; Colorado College’s Theatre and Dance Department; and Colorado Springs’ Ormao. A total of seven new and creative works will be performed.

An opening night pre-performance reception, kicking off the events, will be held from 7-8 p.m., Thursday, March 6, in the IDEA Space in the Edith Kinney Gaylord Cornerstone Arts Center, 825 N. Cascade Ave.

·  “Environments” will be performed at 8 p.m. Thursday-Saturday, March 6-8, in the Celeste Theatre, Edith Kinney Gaylord Cornerstone Arts Center, 825 N. Cascade Ave. Tickets are $5 and available at the Worner Campus Center, 902 N. Cascade Ave., and at the door; call 389-6637 for information.

· “Interplay,” a shared performance with the Russian company, Pantera, and Colorado Springs’ Ormao, will be performed at 3 p.m., Sunday, March 9, also in the Celeste Theatre, in the Edith Kinney Gaylord Cornerstone Arts Center. Tickets are $10 and available at the Worner Campus Center, 902 N. Cascade Ave., and at the door; call 389-6637 for information.
Environments

Colorado College’s top student dancers join members of the Russian contemporary dance company, Pantera, to perform in new works by three dance faculty members and Pantera’s artistic director, Nail Ibragimov. The works include “A Point of No Return,” “Terrain,” “5 Postcards in Full Color” and “Sketches.”

“A Point of No Return,” Ibragimov’s original choreography for 10 student dancers, began with his trip from Moscow to New York to Colorado Springs. He writes, “We are all travelers, both literally and metaphorically. On our life journeys we inevitably encounter situations that radically shift our understanding of the world in which we live. Some of these events affect us so much that we cannot turn back. That is when we pass a point of no return, and a new cycle of life begins.” Ibragimov explores these themes through high intensity choreography and evocative images.

Shawn Womack, dance professor and chair of CC’s Theatre and Dance Department, re-staged the dance she created for Pantera in the company’s home city of Kazan during the summer of 2012. A multiple site, video and live performance project, “Terrain” probes the memories and promise of various landscapes in Kazan by kinetically interacting with buildings and locations that are either aged and deteriorating or newly abandoned in mid-construction. Embedded within these sites are invisible histories or stalled possibilities that allowed the dancers to sensually and imaginatively correspond with the sites’ past and/or future. For “Terrain’s” American premiere, four American student dancers will perform with five Russian dancers. 

Two more dances complete the program. Patrizia Herminjard, artist-in-residence with CC’s Theatre and Dance Department, created “5 Postcards in Full Color,” to Antonio Vivaldi’s “The Four Seasons,” one of the most recognized pieces of Baroque music. In addition, theatre and dance ballet instructor Debra Mercer choreographed “Sketches,” which portrays a Ballet Studio at the Paris Opera in 1878.
Interplay


The Russian Company, Pantera, and Colorado Springs’ Ormao present three dances, “Per Essere Abbracciato,” “Anesthesia” and “Among Wandering Stones.”
Choreographed by Ormao’s artistic director, Jan Johnson, “Per Essere Abbracciato” explores the power of the embrace. Johnson’s dance asks, “Would you rather be held or hold someone? We hold and are held, we push away and we pull towards, as layers of past relationships accumulate and color the moments. How do we respond?”
Ibragimov, in close collaboration with the artists of Pantera, created “Anesthesia” after the loss of the youngest Pantera company member in 2011. Filled with heartache and grief, the dancers probed their experiences to passionately explore pain and suffering through dance. It’s no accident that suffering is an undeniable feature of Russian folklore and classical literature. Russian people are often characterized in these stories as reifying pain. Even today, ecstasy caused by suffering is identified as particularly Russian. The company asks “Why?”

The final work on the program, “Among Wandering Stones,” is the moment the two companies come together. Ibragimov was inspired to create the dance for Ormao’s dancers while walking in Colorado Springs’ foothills.  He was drawn to the stones with their shapes, colors and weight. They seemed to divulge the secrets of human existence: to reveal people’s dreams, children’s games, the sages’ wisdom and the stories of generations of people who have lived among these stones. He was reminded of an ancient Russian proverb, “What we keep silent, the stones will tell.”

Ormao receives funding from the Bee Vradenburg Foundation and Colorado Creative Industries; Pantera’s residency is funded in part by Colorado College’s Cultural Attractions Fund.

About Colorado College
Colorado College is a nationally prominent, four-year liberal arts college that was founded in Colorado Springs in 1874. The college operates on the innovative Block Plan, in which its approximately 2,000 undergraduate students study one course at a time in intensive 3½-week segments. The college also offers a master of arts in teaching degree. For more information, visit www.ColoradoCollege.edu
