[image: image1.jpg]COLORADO COLLEGE




For Immediate Release


 

Contact: 





Leslie Weddell





(719) 389-6038






Leslie.Weddell@ColoradoCollege.edu
MAZ JOBRANI EXPLORES BOUNDARIES OF FAITH, HUMOR 
AS KEYNOTE SPEAKER AT CORNERSTONE ARTS INITIATIVE 
 This year’s question: What’s So Funny?: Humor, Faith, and Politics 
COLORADO SPRINGS, Colo. – Jan. 28, 2013 – Maz Jobrani, best known as a founding member of the Axis of Evil Comedy Tour, will discuss “Colliding Currents? Exploring the Boundaries of Humor, Faith and Politics” as the keynote speaker at Colorado College’s 2013 Cornerstone Arts Initiative. Jobrani will speak at 7 p.m., Wednesday, Feb. 6, at the Richard F. Celeste Theatre, Edith Kinney Gaylord Cornerstone Arts Center, 825 N. Cascade Ave., on the Colorado College campus. Tickets are $10 and available at the Worner Information Desk in the Worner Campus Center, 902 N. Cascade Ave.

 
“The Axis of Evil Comedy Central Special,” which featured some of the top Middle Eastern-American comics in the world, premiered in 2007 as the first show on American TV with an all Middle Eastern/American cast. The tour started in the U.S. and later went to the Middle East, selling out shows in Dubai, Beirut, Cairo, Kuwait and Amman. Jobrani followed up his Axis of Evil Tour with his own solo international tour titled “Maz Jobrani: Brown and Friendly.” He has appeared on “The Colbert Report,” “The Tonight Show with Jay Leno,” “The Late Late Show with Craig Ferguson” and on an episode of “The West Wing” as a Saudi prince.
 
Jobrani’s appearance is part of this year’s weeklong Cornerstone Arts Initiative that focuses on the question: “What’s So Funny?: Humor, Faith, and Politics.” The Cornerstone Arts Initiative is an annual program that examines an interdisciplinary theme through exhibitions, performances, films, lectures, courses and special events. Each year, a group of faculty, staff and students at the college choose a theme – posed in the form of a question – and explores that theme through a variety of artistic media. This year’s programs examine the ways in which the arts create bridges between cultures, belief systems and political parties, and ties in with the college’s yearlong series exploring tradition and change in the Islamic world. 

“Coming at a time of great change within the Islamic world, the programs seek to give voice to perspectives that are often silenced by the polarizing political rhetoric that is often the sole focus of the media,” said Jessica Hunter-Larsen, curator of the IDEA Space at Colorado College and a major force in organizing the series.

Previous Cornerstone presenters include Camille Paglia, Sandra Bernhard, David Henry Hwang, Tony Kushner, Suzan-Lori Parks, Jane Krakowski,Toni Morrison, and Amy Tan.
The complete 2013 Cornerstone Arts Initiative schedule:

Monday, February 4, 2013, 4:30 – 6:30 p.m.

Cross-Currents Film Series presents: “The Infidel”

Film Screening Room, Edith Kinney Gaylord Cornerstone Art Center, 825 N. Cascade Ave.

Mahmud is a loving husband, doting father and an admittedly “relaxed” Muslim. A normal guy living an everyday life. That is until a chance discovery turns his life upside down, throwing him into a full-scale identity crisis: it turns out he’s adopted, and was actually born Jewish. The film will be introduced by Jane Murphy, assistant history professor. Following the film, the audience is invited to participate in a panel discussion on the use of humor to address potentially divisive topics such as cultural and religious identities. Free and open to the public.

Tuesday, February 5, 7 p.m.

“God, That’s Funny! Humor, Religion, Politics, Identity”

Richard F. Celeste South Theatre, Edith Kinney Gaylord Cornerstone Arts Center, 825 N. Cascade Ave.

This panel discussion features three writers from diverse religious and cultural backgrounds who use humor to address potentially divisive subjects. Panel members are Firoozeh Dumas, author of “Laughing Without an Accent and Funny in Farsi”; Jonathan Goldstein, host of CBC/PMI’s “Wiretap” and author of “Ladies and Gentlemen: The Bible”; and Steven Hayward, CC English professor and author of “Don’t Be Afraid” and “The Secret Mitzvah of Lucio Burke.” Reception to follow at IDEA Space. Free and open to the public.

Wednesday, February 6, 7 p.m. 

The Cornerstone Arts Week Keynote Performance by Maz Jobrani:

“Colliding Currents? Exploring the Boundaries of Humor, Faith and Politics”

Richard F. Celeste Theatre, Edith Kinney Gaylord Cornerstone Arts Center, 825 N. Cascade Ave. 

Maz Jobrani is best known as a founding member of the Axis of Evil Comedy Tour, which featured some of the top Middle Eastern-American comics in the world. The tour started in the U.S. and later went to the Middle East. His solo show, “Maz Jobrani; Brown and Friendly” also toured internationally. Jobrani earned a B.A. in political science at UC Berkeley and had begun a Ph.D. program in political science at UCLA before deciding to drop out to pursue his childhood passion for theater. He has done standup on a variety of late-night talk shows and also is a recurring panelist on NPR’s “Wait Wait… Don’t Tell Me.” Tickets: $10 general public, available at Worner Information Desk, Worner Center, 902 N. Cascade Ave.

Friday, February 8, 7 p.m.

Richard F. Celeste South Theatre, Edith Kinney Gaylord Cornerstone Arts Center, 825 N. Cascade Ave. 

“Tribal Fusion: Arabic Dance in the Digital World”

Donna Mejia is a choreographer, lecturer, teacher, administrator and performer specializing in an emerging genre of dance that combines Arab, African and nomadic traditions with American hip-hop and electronica. Her presentation will include performance and commentary on tribal fusion dance. Free and open to the public.

Concurrent featured exhibitions include: 

January 21 – March 8
American Qur’an: Works by Sandow Birk

IDEA Space, Edith Kinney Gaylord Cornerstone Arts Center, 825 N. Cascade Ave.

In response to a decade of travel to various Islamic regions of the world and his own research into Islamic religion, American artist Sandow Birk created a large series of codex–like paintings adapting the techniques and stylistic devices of Arabic and Persian painting and albums, blending the past with the present, the East with the West, creating his “American Qur’an.” 

January 22 – March 1
Basim Magdy: How to Build an Invisible Monument

Coburn Gallery, Worner Student Center, 902 N. Cascade Ave.

Working in a variety of different media including drawing, painting, animation, installation, sculpture, film, video and sound, Magdy engages elements of humor, irony and absurdity to alter and expand preconceived notions and entrenched cultural views. He is particularly interested in creating narrative structures that explore the space between reality and fiction and its influence on science, history, global culture and the dissemination of knowledge.

Regular hours for IDEA Space and Coburn Gallery are 1–7 p.m. Monday through Saturday; closed Sundays and during Colorado College holidays and block breaks.
About Colorado College
Colorado College is a nationally prominent, four-year liberal arts college that was founded in Colorado Springs in 1874. The college operates on the innovative Block Plan, in which its approximately 2,000 undergraduate students study one course at a time in intensive 3½-week segments. The college also offers a master of arts in teaching degree. For more information, visit www.ColoradoCollege.edu <http://www.ColoradoCollege.edu>.

