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MARIAN WRIGHT EDELMAN COMMENCEMENT SPEAKER
AT CC’S 131st COMMENCEMENT CEREMONY 
 Raymond Dean Jones, Susan Axelrod, Antonio Skármeta to receive honorary degrees

COLORADO SPRINGS, Colo. – May 2, 2013 – Marian Wright Edelman, the founder and president of the Children’s Defense Fund, will be the commencement speaker at Colorado College’s commencement ceremony at 8:30 a.m., Monday, May 20, on Armstrong Quad, 14 E. Cache La Poudre St.

Edelman, who received an honorary degree from Colorado College in 1999, will deliver the commencement address, titled “The Values of Life-Long Learning, Civic Engagement and Intellectual Leadership.” Additionally this year, Raymond Dean Jones, a 1967 graduate of Colorado College, Susan Axelrod, a 1974 graduate of CC, and the Chilean author Antonio Skármeta will receive honorary degrees at the college’s 131st commencement ceremony. 

Colorado College President Jill Tiefenthaler will present the approximately 500 undergraduate members of the Class of 2013 and those completing the master of arts in teaching with their degrees.


Armstrong Quad is located directly north of the intersection of Tejon and Cache La Poudre streets. Cascade Avenue will be closed from Uintah to Cache La Poudre streets from 8 a.m. to approximately 1 p.m. for the commencement ceremony.


Edelman completed her undergraduate degree at Spelman College and went on to graduate from Yale Law School in 1963. Originally from Bennettsville, S.C., Edelman began practicing law in 1964 when she became the first African-American woman to be admitted to the Mississippi Bar.  Before moving to Washington, D.C., in 1968 to serve as counsel for the Poor People’s Campaign that Martin Luther King, Jr. began organizing before his death, Edelman directed the NAACP Legal Defense and Educational Fund office in Jackson, Miss.   

She founded the Washington Research Project, a public interest law firm and the parent body of the Children’s Defense Fund, and served as director of the Center for Law and Education at Harvard University for two years. In 1973, she founded the Children’s Defense Fund, which serves as an advocacy and research center for children’s issues, particularly those pertaining to poor, minority and disabled children. As founder, leader and principal spokesperson for the Children’s Defense Fund, Edelman worked to persuade Congress to overhaul foster care, support adoption, improve child care and protect children who are disabled, homeless, abused or neglected. 

Edelman has received more than 100 honorary degrees and numerous awards, including the Albert Schweitzer Humanitarian Prize, the Heinz Award and a MacArthur Foundation Prize Fellowship, as well as the Presidential Medal of Freedom in 2000. She also received the Robert F. Kennedy Lifetime Achievement Award for her writings.


The first honorary degree recipient, Jones, studied political science at CC, where, as a sophomore, he participated in the Selma to Montgomery civil rights marches. After graduating from Harvard Law School, he clerked for Chief Justice Edward Pringle of the Colorado Supreme Court. He embarked on a 32-year career as a judge that included almost 16 years on the Colorado Court of Appeals, where he wrote nearly 1,500 opinions with only three overturned.


Jones also is a former visiting professor of political science at Colorado College, assistant professor at Metro State University and an active award-winning community volunteer. In January 1988 he became the first African-American appellate judge in Colorado. In January 2012 he was elected to the Board of Directors for AARP. He also helped found the Sam Cary Bar Association of Black Attorneys in Colorado and the Cleo Parker Robinson Dance Theatre. In 2012 he was awarded the Colorado Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Humanitarian Award for Seeking Justice and Community Service.

The second honorary degree recipient, Axelrod, majored in religion and received a graduate degree in business administration/health services administration from the University of Chicago. But circumstances soon changed her focus. Her oldest child, Lauren, began having uncontrollable seizures when she was 7 months old, joining the roughly 1 percent of Americans with epilepsy. In the 1980s this disease was even more mysterious and frightening, and it started Lauren and her parents on 18 years of medications, diets, an electronic implant and surgical evaluations, until Lauren achieved seizure freedom in 2000. 


Axelrod chose to “turn…anguish into action” and joined colleagues in 1998 to found Citizens United for Research in Epilepsy, which she still chairs. Under her leadership, CURE has redefined the goals of epilepsy research as “no seizures, no side effects.” CURE′s commitment has earned the group the Child Neurology Foundation′s 2008 Advocacy Award of Merit. Axelrod serves on NIH’s National Advisory Neurological Disorders and Stroke Council, and as a consumer reviewer for the Peer Reviewed Medical Research Program in the Congressionally Directed Medical Research Program within the Department of Defense. She uses her family experience to bring media exposure to epilepsy and the devastating effects it can have on individuals and their families, appearing on national television and in publications such as Parade and Newsweek. 

The third honorary degree recipient is Antonio Skármeta, author of the novel “Neruda’s Postman,” which became the movie “Il Postino.” The book also was turned into an opera, with Plácido Domingo singing the role of Neruda. The relationship between Skármeta and Colorado College dates back to 1985, when he first visited campus with a version of the film, then called “Burning Patience.” For the nearly three decades since, he has taught CC students on and off campus. Skármeta’s novels and short stories have been published in 35 languages, and his most recent work, “Rainbow Days,” will be published in the United States in June. He has received numerous international prizes and his work, “The Composition,” received the World Prize from UNESCO for children’s literature.

From 1973 to 1989 Skármeta lived in exile, first in Argentina in 1973, and a year later in Germany, not returning to Chile until Pinochet stepped down in 1989 and the country began the transition to democracy.  In 2000 Chilean President Ricardo Lagos named Skármeta the Chilean ambassador to Germany, the country that had accepted him as an exile.


Following the commencement ceremony, a reception will be held on Cutler Quad.
In the event of inclement weather, commencement exercises will take place in the Colorado Springs World Arena, 3185 Venetucci Blvd., in Colorado Springs. If weather is a concern, listen to Colorado College’s radio station, KRCC-FM 91.5, for announcements.
For information, directions or disability accommodation at the event, members of the public may call (719) 389-6607.
About Colorado College
Colorado College is a nationally prominent, four-year liberal arts college that was founded in Colorado Springs in 1874. The college operates on the innovative Block Plan, in which its approximately 2,000 undergraduate students study one course at a time in intensive 3½-week segments. The college also offers a master of arts in teaching degree. For more information, visit www.ColoradoCollege.edu
