Graduate School Application Tips

Offered by KATIE TRAVIS (ktravis@ucsd.edu) a May 2003 Neuroscience graduate who is a Ph.D. student in Neuroscience at University of California - San Diego. 

Choosing Schools (May-August before you want to apply):
(A) Find schools where there are professor(s) doing research that you can see yourself spending 5-7yrs doing

make contact with these professors and graduate students

(1)make sure they're still doing research — websites not always up-to-date (2)make sure they're taking students

Emailing tips

(1) Be formal and polite in your inquiries to professors use Dr., Sincerely, Dear, Thank you etc

(2) Be brief

(3) Tell them, briefly why you're interested in their lab

(4) Ask a specific question(s) about their lab/research

(5) Attach your CV

(6) Start early in case you don't hear from them and email again

(7) Don't blanket email! Email every prof individually

(B) Can you see yourself living somewhere for 5-7yrs

(C) What other aspects to their program appeal to you (e.g. seminar series, well-endowed program, graduate student housing, etc)

** Ask early (months in advance) for your letters of rec. professors, then if you add schools, they'll just need to change a few things

Application Process (Sept —Dec/Jan)
(A) Start Writing your personal statement — many revisions are best

(B) Start organizing files for each schools

a. Keep track of transcripts, GRE scores, letters of rec (3+)

b. Make copies of everything, save every email correspondence

(C) Continue trying to make contact with professors

Interview Process (Feb-March)
(A) Refresh your research on each prof and school — come prepared with lots of specific questions

(B) Refresh yourself on your past research projects, your personal statement, etc

(C) Err on the side of being formal, address professors as Dr., always be on your best behavior, but make sure to be relaxed

